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Sir: 



Applicants respectfully request entry of the following amendments prior to 

l 

consideration of the above-referenced application. A version of the amendments that 
includes markings to denote additions and deletions to the amended subject matter 
also is included below. 



In the Claims 

Please amend claims 14, 15 and 19 as follows: 
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14. The method of claim 9, wherein the surgical fastener includes at least one 
positive surface feature, and wherein the fluid is in communication with at least one of 
the at least one positive surface feature. 



15. The method of claim 14, wherein the presence of the at least one positive 
surface feature reduces the predetermined distance by approximately 66% at the at 
least one positive surface feature. 



19. The method of claim 9, wherein the surgical fastener is formed from a 
bioabsorbable material. 



